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36 Variations and Fugue 
on the Hymn Tune 
Sine Nomine by 
Ralph Vaughan Williams 
for Solo Pianoforte 


Clive Strutt 



Notes 


Clive Strutt’s Thirty-Six Variations and Fugue on the Hymn Tune Sine Nomine by 
Ralph Vaughan Williams for Solo Pianoforte was first written in the school year 1961-2 
while he was a sixth-former at Farnborough Grammar School, Hampshire, England. He 
added one additional variation in 1971, and he revised the whole work in 1979, a revision 
comprising mainly of creating the variations in sets of three linked to one another. 

The Sine Nomine hymn tune by Ralph Vaughan Williams was first published by Ox¬ 
ford University Press in The English Hymnal (1906) as a new tune for the hymn with 
the first line (by William Walsham How), “For all the saints who from their labours 
rest.” The duration of Clive Strutt’s variations and fugue is 34 minutes. 

The world primiere of the work was given on 3rd August 1980 at Vermont State Uni¬ 
versity, Burlington Vermont, USA, by Derek Fleetwood Bell. There was a second perfor¬ 
mance (also in Burlington) and a third one on the 4th August at the Heskell Opera 
House. This opera house in Derby Line is unique in that it was built on the Canada (Pro¬ 
vince of Quebec)-USA border and actually divided between the two countries. 

The work was also performed in 1995 by the Scottish pianist Brian Davidson in Ger¬ 
many and Norway. 


Edward W. Watson, Kirkwall, Orkney 
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